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 From the beginning, there is something different about Jesus. Stories are told in Matthew and 

Luke’s gospel of angelic news of divine conception coming to Mary and Joseph. When an adult, Jesus’ 

touch, some spittle or word heals blind eyes, lame legs and blocked ears. Ancient social barriers within 

communities are challenged and erased by his invitation. A simple story with ordinary elements opens 

minds locked in assumptions of how relationships, money and power are meant to be. Jesus defies 

definition as he moves through roles of prophet, teacher, healer, priest and zealot.  Peasants and 

Emperors question who he really is. Hebrew titles - Son of God, Son of Man, Messiah, Emmanuel, 

Anointed One - are possibilities and even King of the Jews, the one nailed over his head at his 

crucifixion, creates debate. There is something different about Jesus. It’s hard to pin him down even in 

his lifetime.  

 This morning we consider another name: Christ. That’s Greek for the Hebrew Messiah, Anointed 

One, so is adding Anointed One in Greek just an expected step in a world of Greek speakers? Or is this 

another something different about Jesus? Is tacking “Christ” on this unique, particular human being 

pointing to something different, something more? Well, according to the apostle Paul, naming Jesus 

“Christ” is surrounding a whole world of “different” around this Jesus of Nazareth. Just listen again to 

Paul’s words in Colossians: ”image of the invisible God, first born of all creation; for in him, all things 

in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible..... and all things have been created 

through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. ...For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him, God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” 

(Colossians 1:15-17, 19-20) 

  Until we get to the last seven words, - “through the blood of his cross” - who would know Paul is 

describing Jesus? No matter the differences about Jesus, the number of titles and debates about him, 

Paul’s description doesn’t match the gospel pictures and stories. “first born of all creation; for in him, all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible..... and all things have been 

created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together”. In 

no way is this Jesus who was like us in every way! Our egos on occasion might act like we’re the “first 

born” and think all kinds of neat stuff comes from our efforts. Try as we might to “hold all things 

together”, rarely are we able to hold together our small dot of the universe! 

 So what are those last seven words - “through the blood of his cross” doing at the end of that 

cosmic, divine description? Paul and we know that those words belong to Jesus as our gospel reading 

tells us Pulled from Holy Week and Good Friday, it’s Luke’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus is on 

the cross. Criminals on his left and on his right. Lots are being casted for his clothes. He is mocked. He 



 

 

is gasping for breathe as the weight of his own body traps the air in his lungs, with no strength to draw 

more in. And somehow the apostle Paul connects his human being giving over his life to an unjust death 

to heavenly power and energy as in the beginning, as the first born and still ages later, holding all life 

together.  

 For Paul, there is something even more different about this Jesus than his birth and his life. There 

is something different about his death, his giving himself over to love, the deepest love he could offer, 

even in his death. “Father, forgive them” - Words of forgiveness. “...for they do not know what they are 

doing.” -Words of compassion. “Today you will be with my in paradise.” Words of inclusion. Right 

then, in the face of gross injustice and pain. No words of revenge. No claim to be a victim. To name this 

Jesus, whom Paul never knew in the flesh, to honor this Jesus, is to connect him to Christ: the one 

through whom all things were created and held together. 

 For Paul believes as Jesus opens himself at his depth, experienced in death, that Love transforms 

Jesus. The power of that love is strong enough and holds together to raise Jesus up. The power of that 

forgiveness breaks all bonds limiting the fullness of creation. Through his death, Jesus finds the path to 

all the love, light and life God has poured forth in the beginning and for eternity. Jesus is the path to 

Christ - the fullness of God, the reconciliation, the glorious power, the patience and joy, the “peace 

through the blood of his cross.” Jesus lets go, trusts love to hold him, transform him, being vulnerable to 

the unknown and discovers a fuller, freer, more glorious life we call “resurrection”. Paul is naming Jesus 

as Christ. Paul is proclaiming Jesus as the path to Christ - the fullest, most abundant life God offers us 

and all creation. Or as a contemporary theologians says, “Jesus is the here; Christ is the depth of here.”  

 I just said “Jesus is the path to Christ” and that is what I believe. Jesus is the path to fullest life, 

abundant life for me and I’m suspecting for you as well. But I also believe that Jesus is a path among 

many paths to Christ. I believe that there are other meaningful paths leading to the transformative power 

of love. There are many paths and people are finding them when life brings people their own cross, their 

own suffering and pain. As Jesus so wisely says, everyone will bear their own cross and be faced by the 

challenge of letting go and forgiving.  

 On Tuesday night, I saw the film, “Risking Light”. It is three people’ stories of their path through 

three different kind of horrific life experiences to a place of forgiveness, acceptance and peace. One was 

a mother here in Minneapolis whose only child was murdered. Another lived through the demonic 

government of Pol Pot in Cambodia. The third is an Australian who was taken from her family as part of 

a program to retrain indigenous children. Each tells of their path to forgiveness and their new life after 

releasing the heavy weight of revenge and hatred. Each path is different - one through an indigenous 

elder, another through a Buddhist monk.  Only one names Jesus as her path. Yet, each one risked the 

light of Christ as the fullness and wholeness of holy life transforms their life. Each one comes to know 

forgiveness, compassion, inclusion: ”image of the invisible God, first born of all creation; ....For in him 

all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him, God was pleased to reconcile to himself 

all things, (Colossians 1:15-17, 19-20)  Amen. 


