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PRELUDE    Fanfare and Chorale on Abbot’s Leigh Robert Hobby 

 

   Please stand. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
Wonder, Love, and Praise 780   Lord, you give the great commission ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S SERVICE 
Presider Prophets from all generations articulate ideals, values, and visions, creating a 

mirror for society, so that we can see the truth about ourselves and hold our 
communities and country accountable to our most noble intentions. This 
morning, in observance of Independence Day, we will remember God’s call as 
we have heard it in scripture and in prophetic voices of our country’s history. 
In reading and song, let us renew our national vision and pray for our country, 
that we may thank God for our blessings, and in turn, bless the world. 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

COLLECT 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

Most merciful God, you have given this land such bounty. 

We ask that we may always prove ourselves worthy of this gift. 
Bless our land with honorable industries, sound learning, 
 and people of strong character. 
Protect us from disunity, violence, and confusion. 
Keeps us from the temptation of pride, anxiety, and every evil. 
Defend our freedoms, O God, and out of our many people, make us one. 
Fill with the spirit of wisdom and restraint 
 all those we entrust with governing us. 
We pray for justice and peace in our land, 
 so that we may defend justice and peace in all the world. 
In times of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness. 
And in the day of trouble, do not let our trust in you weaken, 
 for we are all your children. 
People Amen. 
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   All may be seated, and remain seated until the hymn after the Seventh Lesson. 
 
FIRST LESSON  A Modell of Christian Charity John Winthrop 
 

Now the onely way to avoyde this shipwracke, and to provide for our posterity, is to 

followe the counsell of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God. 
For this end, wee must be knitt together, in this worke, as one man. Wee must entertaine 
each other in brotherly affection. 
 

Wee must be willing to abridge ourselves of our superfluities, for the supply of other’s 
necessities. Wee must uphold a familiar commerce together in all meekeness, gentlenes, 
patience, and liberality. Wee must delight in eache other; make other’s conditions our 
owne; rejoice together, mourne together, labour and suffer together, allwayes haueving 
before our eyes our commission and community in the work, as members of the same 
body. Soe shall wee keepe the unitie of the spirit in the bond of peace. The Lord will be 
our God, and delight to dwell among us, as his oune people, and will command a blessing 
upon us in all our wayes... 
 
HYMN 717   My country ‘tis of thee AMERICA 
 
SECOND LESSON Declaration of Independence Thomas Jefferson 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. --That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation 
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to affect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations... evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them 
to alter their former Systems of Government… 
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, 
Free and Independent States...And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 
Fortunes and our Sacred Honor. 
 

HYMN 580   God who stretched the spangled heavens HOLY MANNA 
 

THIRD LESSON  Second Inaugural Address Abraham Lincoln 
 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed 

to an impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it… 

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over 
the nation, but localized in the Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and 
powerful interest. All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war…Yet 
neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration of which it has already 
attained… 

Each looked for an easier triumph…Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; 
and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any man dare ask a 
just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces; but let 
us judge not that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered; that of 
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes…If we shall 
suppose that American slavery is one of those offences which, in the providence of God 
he wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe 
due to those by whom the offence came, shall we discern therein any departure from those 
divine attributes which the believers in a Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do 
we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bondman’s two 
hundred fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn 
from the lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand 
years ago so still it must be said, ‘the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous all 
together.’ 
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s 
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his 
orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among 
ourselves, and with all nations.  
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HYMN 
Lift Every Voice and Sing 226 Mine eyes have seen the glory BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC 
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FOURTH LESSON Declaration of Sentiments 

From the First Women’s Rights Convention, Seneca Falls, New York, 1848 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness... 
 

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of 
man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over 
her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world… 
 

…Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their 
social and religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and 
because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of 
their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights 
and privileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States. 
 

In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of 
misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality 
within our power to affect our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the 
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State and National [sic] Legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in 
our behalf. We hope this Convention will be followed by a series of Conventions 
embracing every part of the country. 
 

HYMN 705   As those of old their first fruits brought FOREST GREEN 

 
FIFTH LESSON  What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? Frederick Douglass 
 

Mr. President, Friends, and Fellow Citizens: 
 

…This is the 4th of July.  It is the birthday of your National Independence, and of your 
political freedom…Pride and patriotism, not less than gratitude, prompt you to celebrate 
and to hold it in perpetual remembrance.  I have said that the Declaration of Independence 
is the ring-bolt to the chain of your nation’s destiny; so, indeed, I regard it…I am not 
wanting in respect for the fathers of this republic.  The signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were brave men…They loved their country better than their own private 
interests; and…all will concede that is a rare virtue…They were peaceful men; but they 
preferred revolution to peaceful submission to bondage.  They were quiet men; but they 
did not shrink from agitating against oppression…They believed in order; but not in the 
order of tyranny.  With them, nothing was ‘settled’ that was not right.  
 

My business, if I have any here to-day, is with the present…We have to do with the past 
only as we can make it useful to the present and to the future…I say it with a sad sense of 
the disparity between us: I am not included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! 
The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common.  The rich 
inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, 
is shared by you, not by me…Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the 
professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and 
revolting…Standing with God and the crushed and the bleeding slave on this occasion, I 
will, in the name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is fettered, 
in the name of the constitution and the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled upon, 
dare to call in question and to denounce…everything that serves to perpetuate 
slavery…What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?  I answer: a day that reveals to 
him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the 
constant victim. 
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HYMN     Who will speak a word of warning EBENEZER 
 

 
 
SIXTH LESSON  There is Joy in Struggle Cornel West 

Commencement Address at Harvard Divinity School, May 31, 2019 
 

…So, Class of 2019, my message to you is three-fold.  First, hold on to your version of 

subversive piety. Piety has nothing to do with uncritical deference to dogma or blind 
obedience to doctrine.  It has the mature recognition of the degree to which you are 
dependent on those who came before, and you remain attuned to the sources of good in 
your brief trek from womb to tomb, to be able to hold on to the best of the past, given that 
past is so much of a ruin, and yet still has something to give you…What is subversive 
piety? Remembrance.  Hold on to the relation between the present and the best of the past 
as you try to authorize a radically different future than the one in which we find ourselves.   
 

My second brief message to you: Hold on to your existential humility….Humility is a 
function of our spiritual maturity.  To be spiritually mature is to acknowledge your own 
limitations, your own inadequacies, your own very limited perspectives that can still 
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provide insight so that the existential humility ought to go hand-in-hand with a spiritual 
tenacity of knowing how to fight, but acknowledging that, lo and behold, you still have 
much to learn.  In these Balkanized and polarized times, it’s so easy to go off in your 
corner…and think somehow you are so empowered…to engage in serious, effective work 
on the battlefield when you yourself have spiritual emptiness.   
 

Last but not least…I want you to never, ever forget that you have the capacity to preserve 
your revolutionary joy.  We live in a culture with a joyless quest for insatiable pleasure.  
Whole lot of stimulation possible but when it comes to that which endures – the deep 
stuff, the joys that are beneath the pleasures – don’t let anything or anybody take your joy 
away….Somewhere I read: ‘He or she that’s greatest among you will be your servant,’ and 
if you’re servant, you have to be bold.  You’re going to have to take a risk, you have to 
pay a cost, you’re going to have to cut against the grain.  It’s not going to be fun, but 
there’ll be joy in that kind of struggle, joy in your intellectual courage, joy in your moral 
and spiritual witness even as you fall on your face.  As Samuel Beckett always reminds 
us: ‘We try again, fail again, and fail better.’ 

 
HYMN 594   God of grace and God of glory CWM RHONDDA 
 
SEVENTH LESSON America the Beautiful Again Richard Blanco 
 

How I sang O, beautiful like a psalm at church 

with my mother, her Cuban accent scaling-up 
every vowel: O, bee-yoo-tee-ful, yet in perfect 
pitch, delicate and tuned to the radiant beams 
of stained glass light. How she taught me to fix 
my eyes on the crucifix as we sang our thanks 
to our savior for this country that saved us – 
our voices hymns as passionate as the organ 
piping towards the very heavens. How I sang 
for spacious skies closer to those skies while 
Perched on my father’s sun-beat shoulders, 
towering above our first Fourth of July parade. 
How the timbre through our bodies mingled, 
breathing, singing as one with the brass notes 
of the marching band playing the only song 
he ever learned in English. How I dared sing it 
at assembly with my teenage voice cracking 
for amber waves of grain that I’d never seen, 
nor the purple mountain majesties – but could 
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imagine them in each verse rising from my gut, 
every exclamation of praise I belted out until 
my throat hurt: America! And again America! 
How I began to read Nietzsche and doubt god, 
yet still wished for god to shed His grace on 
thee, and crown they good with brotherhood.  
How I still want to sing despite all the truth 
of our wars and our gunshots ringing louder 
than our school bells, our politicians smiling 
lies at the mic, the deadlock of our divided 
voices shouting over each other instead of 
singing together. How I want to sing again – 
Beautiful or not, just to be harmony – from 
sea to shining sea – with the only country 
I know enough to know how to sing for. 
 
   Please stand. 
 
HYMN 719   O beautiful for spacious skies MATERNA 

 
HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 5:43-48 
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 
that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.”  
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the blessing of community in our 

nation, and for those who have used your gifts to strengthen and enrich its life. 
We pray for all who are called to serve in times and places of crisis, in the face 
of racial and social tensions. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For the President and Congress, and for all who serve as leaders in this land. 
Grant them a vision of your will for your people, and wisdom to fulfill their 
vocation of leadership in a nation of many races. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader In the Church’s proclamation of the Gospel, we ask for a clear message of your 
love and power. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader In federal, state, and local government, for insight, integrity, and courage. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader In the administration of law and in the defense of our people, for justice and 
humility, fairness and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader In industry and commerce, in trade and business, for mutual care and 
cooperation and a concern for the good of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader In education, in family and school and college, for a concern not only with 
information but also with maturity and fulfillment of life. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader Finally, we pray for those among us who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. 
(Especially…) Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.  
 

Presider Almighty God, the earth is yours and the nations are your people. Take away 
our pride and bring to mind your goodness, so that, living together in this land, 
we may enjoy your gifts and be thankful. 

People Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
Presider May the Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

   The Presider and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & BIRTHDAY PRAYER  Book of Common Prayer, p. 830 

All  Watch over thy child(ren), O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 

them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand, comfort them 

when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts 

may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 

OFFERING VOLUNTARY God Bless America Irving Berlin 

 

   As the gifts are brought forward, the people stand. 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
Presider All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.  
 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Presider God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, 
 you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 
home. 

People By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

Presider From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. 

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Presider Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us. 
 By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

Presider And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 
to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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Presider And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 
by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. On the 
night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

 After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering 
to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
 as we await the day of his coming.  
 

Presider Lord God of our Mothers and Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
 God of Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name. 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
  

Presider Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 
and worship, from generation to generation. 

All AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 
Presider Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Presider The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

COMMUNION 
Wherever you are in your faith journey, you are welcome to receive the bread and wine at 
communion. Ushers will direct you to the altar. Gluten-free wafers are available. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 708            Savior like a shepherd lead us SICILIAN MARINERS 
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   All stand. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
All God of abundance, 
 you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
 you have united us with Christ and one another; 
 and you have made us one 
 with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
 and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Presider The Wisdom of God 
 the Love of God 
 and the Grace of God 
 strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world, 
 in the name of the Holy Trinity. 
People Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 599  Lift every voice and sing 
 
DISMISSAL 
Presider Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   The Stars and Stripes Forever John Philip Sousa 

arr. E. Power Biggs 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH 
 

Childcare is available every Sunday from 8:50 a.m. 
until the conclusion of the service. 

 

During the program year (October – May) Trinity has Children’s choir,  
Parish choir, and education for all ages between the two service times. 

 

Summer services are at 9:00 a.m. 
Labor Day to Memorial Day, we have two services 

 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
 

 

Sermon texts and audio recording are posted to the website every week. 
Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/trinityexcelsior 

 
 

 Ministers All members of Trinity Church 
 Rector The Rev. Devon E. Anderson* 
 Priest Associate  The Rev. Dr. Anne Miner-Pearson* 
 Deacon  The Rev. Chip Whitacre* 
 Director of Music Dr. Eric Bigalke* 
 Facilities Manager  Gary Veazie* 
 Parish Administrator  Sarah Kimmelman 
            Coordinator of Children’s and  Laura Brubaker* 
            Middle School Youth Ministry 
 Nursery Staff  Celia Brokaw, Eliza Locke,  
  Margaret Lucas 

 

* indicates email address is [first name]@trinityexcelsior.org 
 

Vestry Members 
 Senior Warden  Chris Commers 
 Junior Warden  Julie Rohr 
 Treasurer  Laura Capaldini 
 Clerk  Cathy Stang 
 

Sarah Allcock, Emily Boote, Betty Bright, Ajit Daniel, 
Kari Donnelly, Matt Frerichs, Chris Williams, Adam Young 
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