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A day of chaos. Crowds on the capital steps. Mob in statuary hall. Windows broken. Offices violated - 

papers strewn on the carpet. A hiking boot casually propped on a desk. A day of darkness. Our nation’s 

story on the edge of an unknown, an opening never see before, pushing us beyond our civic imagination.  

A wind of rage blowing with power, defying law and order. What started as disbelief, now has moved to 

assessing the damage, the blame. Has moved to deeply wondering if the center will hold. What is 

revealed and left after the chaos? How to find form and shape. 

 

Chaos and voids are not new. Such times have always been. “In the beginning when God created the 

heaven and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep...” so 

begins the book of Genesis.  Such times have been part of creation from the start. Such times are part of 

the creation in which we and our nation live. As startling as the images we watched at our national 

capital on Wednesday, we are not the first with work to find form and shape in the midst of chaos.  

 

The threat of chaos, disorder, “formless void” are real. 2020 opened our eyes and reminded us of that 

truth. Still, with the turning of a calendar page, we had hoped reminders of that truth were behind us.  

After all, California fires have been subdued. Vaccines are coming. Voices for racial justice are now 

joining to plan reforms. Conversations have started to address the inadequacy of our education and 

health care systems.  We dared to hope that the reality of disorder would not be as raw and naked in 

2021. Yet, only 6 days into January, on the Feast of the Epiphany, we saw our nation in chaos.  “...the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep.” 

 

 A similar scene occurs as the gospel of Mark opens. In Mark’s description, Jesus’ baptism points to the 

presence of chaos at the whole creation’s beginning. “And just as he was coming out of the water, he 

saw the heavens torn apart....”. Now, in Jesus ’time, people believed only a thin veil existed between 

whatever order was possible on earth and the sheer existence of chaos. People believed that because that 

was the truth of their daily life. They lived on the edge, the cusp between order and chaos. Hunger, 

oppression, violence were always hovering close by.  Any time the veil could get a tear or develop a 

hole. Chaos could sweep over them. Their fears could become real.   

 

Both the beginning of creation and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry occur in chaos. Yet, in each 

beginning in the midst of chaos, God is present to create something new. In Genesis, “the wind of God 

swept over the face of the waters. Then, God said, “Let there be light...”. In the moments of chaos and a 

void, God’s Spirit pours forth light, shaping life, giving order and meaning. Again in the Jordan, in the 

possibility of chaos, God is present when the heavens are torn apart. In an image of a dove and through 

words, God gives form to Jesus: “You are my Son, the beloved; with you, I am well pleased.” God is 

present in Jesus. 

 

In turn, Jesus gives form to us. In baptism, Jesus shapes the whirling events of our lives. In baptism, 

Jesus provides meaning for our actions. In baptism, Jesus names and seals forever us as Christ’s own. 

Through him, we are God’s beloved children. We are not first Republicans, Democrats or Independents. 

After this time, it is important to affirm our identity as followers of Jesus. 



 

 

 

Of course, we know each of us identifies more with one description of our nation than another. We 

know we prefer one set of actions and national vision over another. That’s why it’s so important to find 

and keep our Christian center and source as we each discern how to find shape and meaning in our 

national chaos. In fact, in our baptism, we are given the work of “reconciliation in the world.” We have 

a path in the chaos. We have a center in Jesus. 

 

It is a time of chaos. It is a time of formlessness and voids. And so we listen and look for God’s 

presence, speaking forth light and life. We live from our center and follow the path of Jesus as God’s 

beloved. 

 In this time of chaos, let us pray:  

  Be still and know I am God.  

  Be still and know I am.  

  Be still and know.  

  Be still.  

  Be.  

  Amen. 

 

 


