
Laudato Si - Week 1
Pope Francis’ Encyclical on the Environment 



 Hoax or Hail Mary?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E0a_60PMR8


 Hoax or Hail Mary?

3

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Cc8E3BWOqA


 Hoax or Hail Mary?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zahJ3I2y2bM


Five Themes
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1. The relationship of science, religion and ethics
2. The dangers of the technocratic paradigm
3. The Integral Ecology of Humankind and the    
Environment
4. The Call to Ecological Conversion
5. The Importance of Dialogue with Business



Discussion Question 1 
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How should science, religion, and 
ethics relate to each other?  Or …
Why has their relationship often 
been antagonistic?



Science, Religion and Ethics
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● Science deals in experimentation, observation and 
measurement, but not in moral or ethical prescriptions.

● Science tells us the earth is warming and the principal 
cause of that is human activity producing greenhouse 
gasses.

● If climate change is bad for the planet and its inhabitants, 
ethics tell us to be concerned for the wellbeing of this and 
future generations.

● Religion teaches that humans are stewards of the earth to 
tend and care for it and not owners to exploit and plunder.



Laudato Si 

8

Read paragraphs 62-64
Respond to the following questions: 
● What is the Pope’s view of science?
● What is the proper relationship of science, 

religion and ethics?
● What is the proper relationship of science, 

technology and ethics?



Discussion Question 2
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•What is the “technocratic 
paradigm” and how does 
it influence our world?



Laudato Si
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The Dangers of the Technocratic Paradigm 
(Read Para. 106 – 108)

● Is the Pope’s criticism valid or over-stated?  Explain
● What would be a proper use of technology look like?
● How does the technocratic paradigm express itself 

economically?



Laudato Si - Week 2
Pope Francis’ Encyclical on the Environment 



PBS Newshour May 6
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UN Report on the endangered state of 1,000,000 species

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8iNhxxPzkg


Star Tribune Editorial
May 11, 2019
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Minnesota Firms Step Up on Climate Change
Target, General Mills, Cargill, Best Buy, Tennant, Aveda and others
“Climate change poses material risk to our businesses, threatens competitiveness    

and livelihoods of our supply chain and impacts the communities in which we operate.”

General Mills = 100% renewable power for US operations
Cargill = Reducing greenhouse-gas emissions = more competitive = 
“increased benefits for stakeholders.”
“The science is settled, and the evidence that change is already 
upon us grows by the day,” yet Governor’s plan meets roadblock in 
State Senate.  



The Integral Ecology of 
Humankind and the 
Environment
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Key Question: Do we have duties of justice to the earth 
itself?  What are some of those duties?
Read at table groups paragraphs 66,69,138.
❏ Define Integral Ecology
❏ What is the proper relationship of humans and nature?
❏ What does it mean to have duties of justice to non-human creatures 

and to natural systems for their own sakes?



The Integral Ecology of 
Humankind and the 
Environment (continued)
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Integral Ecology and the Common Good
❏ Define The Common Good.  How do you understand the term and your 

place in it or relationship to it?

Brief overview of paragraphs 156 & 159. (For further reading in your own 
time, paragraphs 62-100!)



The Call to Ecological 
Conversion
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Key Question: Do we consider the protection of the natural world 
to be an essential aspect of what it means to be a person of 
good character?
Might you be a person who could afford to spend and consume more but 
regularly uses less heating and wears warmer clothes, shows the kind of 
convictions and attitudes which help to protect the environment?

“There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little 

daily actions, such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, 

reducing water consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what 

can reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living beings, 

using public transport or car-pooling, etc.”



The Importance of 
Dialogue With Business
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Key Question: How should business and ecological ethics 
be in dialogue with one another?
Pope Francis is unequivocal: “Business in itself is a “noble 
vocation, directed to producing wealth and improving our 
world.”
❏ What makes business noble?  
❏ What gives it its true sense of value? 
The pope also singles out finance as an especially problematic 
area of business in part because it is far removed from the 
concrete concerns of the poor and of ecosystems. 



Laudato Si
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What things do I do, or can I yet do?
❏ I like my life, I am not a wasteful person, I recycle as much 

as I can.  Do I have to feel guilty and try to do more?
❏ Only if I think of my children and grandchildren, and try to 

imagine the world we are leaving them.
❏ That could keep me awake at night or I can do more.
❏ It is late, but it is not too late.


