
TRINITY CHURCH TIMELINETRINITY CHURCH TIMELINETRINITY CHURCH TIMELINE
EARLY PIONEERS WHO FOUNDED EXCELSIOR IN 1853 ALSO
FOUNDED TRINITY CHURCH, WHICH BEGAN IN HOMES AND IS
NOW WHAT WE SEE TODAY; THE HISTORIC CHAPEL HAS
REMAINED  AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE PARISH. 
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, PARISHIONERS OF ALL AGES HAVE
NOT ONLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE LIFE OF THE PARISH BUT
ALSO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE LEADERS IN THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE GREATER EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF MINNESOTA.

1970. A new and larger Sanctuary is
consecrated. Trinity’s historic Chapel
remains the only original church
building in Excelsior, and the oldest
Episcopal Church in Minnesota still in
use.
1978. 125th Anniversary Celebration.
1998. A large portion of Trinity’s existing
building was demolished and rebuilt. A
new Parish Hall, named Chamberlain
Hall after Trinity’s founding priest,
replaced the 1926 parish hall. A new
kitchen, library, office spaces, vesting
area, elevator, and atrium area were
included in the remodel, as well as office
spaces on the lower level of parish hall
with access from Center Street, and new
landscaping, walks and entrances.
Sanctuary present day Old chapel
worship space today.
2006-2007. Narthex, then the main
sanctuary areas were remodeled and
refurnished, including a new baptismal
font and altar.2011. A new Hendrickson
pipe organ arrives, finishing Trinity’s
sanctuary redesign.
2016. Renovation of the Fireside Room,
renamed the Horton French Room.
2022. Trinity replaces its storm-damaged
roof and upgrades plumbing in
bathrooms.

1853-Present

1853- Services held in member homes.
1855- Church built on the shores of St.
Alban’s Bay, Lake Minnetonka.
May 11, 1858. Minnesota becomes a
state.
1864. The church (presently the chapel)
was built, at a cost of $1,500.
May 6, 1864. Bishop Whipple
consecrates the chapel where it resides
on Third Street,
just off Main Street and across from
old Excelsior Village Hall.
1907. Trinity moved to its present
location at 322 Second Street.
1926. Parish Hall added.
1933. Trinity chapel is designated a
National Historic monument by
Congressional Act
(because it was made of native
materials).
1938. Rectory built.
1940. Trinity became an independent
parish and full member of the
Episcopal Diocese
of Minnesota.
1949. Addition of transepts, chancel
and classrooms to the Chapel, as well
as new pews and an altar.
1953. Trinity’s Centennial Celebration.
1956. The Sunday School wing (now
the offices) was added.
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